CHRISTIANITY AND  ISLAM

12). Even to-day South Italians kiss bread
that has fallen to the ground, in order to
make apology to the gift of God. Volumes
might be filled with rules of polite manners
in this style : hardly any detail is to be
found in the whole business of daily life,
even including occupations regarded as
unclean, which was not invested with some
religious significance. These rules are al-
most entirely dictated by the spirit of
early Christianity and it is possible to re-
construct the details of life in those dark
ages from these literary records which are
now the only source of evidence upon such
points. However, we must here content
ourselves with establishing the fact that
Islam adopted Christian practice in this as
in other departments of life.

The state, society, the individual, eco-
nomics and morality were thus collectively
under Christian influence during the .early
period of Muhammedanism. Conditions
very similar in general, affected those
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